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“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke xxvii: 32. 


Vol. XLVI. 


MARCH, 1940. 


ef EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS fo 


THE WEARING OF THE GREEN 


E purposely appear in a mantle 

of green this month, not only as 
a means of distinguishing our different 
issues and in keeping with the return- 
ing hope of spring, but also in honor of 
Saint Patrick. The monopolizing of the 
Apostle of Ireland by the Chureh of 
Rome has always annoyed us. It is a 
deception of the Irish Catholic people, 
in all lands, to hold up Saint Patrick 
as a model of Roman Catholicism. He 
was a Christian in every sense that a 
true Protestant is today. The religion 
he taught to the Irish was the Christian 
Evangelical Faith, and the Church in 
Ireland which he founded had no con- 
nection with Rome till the [th cen- 
tury. The one point of historical justice 
in the whole matter seems to be the 
fact that the only Cathedral church in 
Dublin is St. Patrick’s Protestant Cath- 
edral at the top of High Street. 


THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL ORDER 


HE recent statement of the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops of the Nation- 
al Catholic Welfare Conference bears 
out the analysis we made in our first 


issue, in January, of the plan for Or- 
ganized Catholie Social Justice in the 
United States. This plan has been under 
consideration for quite a while, and has 
as its goal a change in the U. S. Con- 
stitution to permit the application of 
the principles of ‘‘Social Justice’’ set 
forth in the late Pope Pius XI’s Quad- 
ragesimo Anno. It would establish 
groups of‘ labor and capital similar to 
the medieval Guilds, or ‘‘Corpora- 
tions,’’ as they are called in the Cath- 
olic-Fascist countries of Italy, Portu- 
gal and ‘‘ New Spain.’’ It also envisages 
the Catholic interpretation of the moral 
law ‘‘enforced with vigor by civil 
authority’’. We doubt if this could be 
peaceably effected by the Catholic hier- 
arechy in the United States. 


WHO IS REALLY TO BLAME? 


ATHER COUGHLIN obviously did 

not decide alone to reverse himself 
and boldly broadeast his defiant ‘‘I 
stand by the aeccused’’ Christian Front- 
ers after their arrest by the FBI for 
overt acts of sedition against the U. S. 
Government. He could only have done 
so after consultation with, and the 
promise of full support from Catholic 
officials. For the Catholic press immed- 
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iately swung into action in defense of 
his Christian Front. The Commonweal 
alone (now a liberal lay Catholic maga- 
zine) angered Church authorities by 
stating: 

“Father Coughlin, The Brooklyn Tab- 
let, Social Justice and their many abet- 
tors and sympathizers must bear the 
direct responsibility for the plight of 
these seventeen young men...” 
Westbrook Pegler, Dorothy Thomp- 

son, Equality Magazine and others ex- 
press the same view. They do so on 
the plea, however, that unless Father 
Coughlin is made to bear this respon- 
sibility, the Catholic Church as a whole 
will be the sufferer. None of these has 
dared to go a step farther and ask 
whether, after all, the hierarchical 
backers of Father Coughlin are not 
really the ones to blame. The American 
Jewish Alliance alone had the courage 
to ask the Department of Justice to 
investigate not only Father Coughlin, 
but ‘‘all individuals and groups behind 
the Christian Front menace, regardless 
of political or religious affiliations.’’ 


How far such an investigation would 
lead might be too far, even for the De- 
partment of Justice, to probe in public. 
For it would lead from these seventeen 
dupes (all of whom seem to be de- 
voted Catholics, and one of whom was 
apprehended on his way from confes- 
sion) through Father Coughlin to his 
Jesuit friends and advisers. 


The influential Jesuit magazine 
America took his part from the start. 
Its Jan. 27th issue editorially styles 
FBI Hoover’s arrest of the Christian 
Fronters ‘‘ridiculously funny’’, ‘‘ opera 


bouffe’’, and the plot ‘‘as fantastic as 
the funnies’’. It calls the whole thing 


‘‘a witeh-hunt’’, and a conspiracy of 
‘certain powerful interests’’ against 
the Catholic Church. 


The issue of this chief magazine of 
the Jesuits of Feb. 10, however, fully 
develops the defense which was to be 
expected, namely, that the whole affair 
was a far-seeing plot of ‘‘Jewish Ac- 
tion”’ to counteract the Christian Front 
which, it admits, ‘‘was one of several 
religious groups dedicated to Catholic 
Action’’. With phraseology and intent 
identical with the main theme of ‘‘The 
Protocols of Zion’’, it charges: ‘‘As a 
result, Jewish Action swung into opera- 
tion. A committee of Jewish leaders, 
therefore determined that the Christian 
Front should be obliterated.’’ 


Meanwhile Catholic hierarchical au- 
thority preserves its conspiracy of si- 
lence. If forced to disown Father 
Coughlin it would be with regret that 
he showed his hand too soon. But why 
speak of improbabilities. 


CATHOLIC NEWS REPORTER 
TELLS ALL ; 


WE quote the following in full and 
verbatim from The New York Times, 
of Jan. 24, 1940, as a sample of at- 
tempts by Jesuit Catholic agents to cor- 
rupt the press: 


Lawrence Fernsworth, former news- 
paper correspondent in Spain, charged 
last night in a lecture at the New School 
for Social Research that “political” 
forces in the Roman Catholic Church 
both here and abroad brought constant 
pressure on him to distort his reporting 
from Loyalist territory during the Span- 
ish war. F 


Mr. Fernsworth said the Jesuit edi- 
tors of the weekly America first had 
warned him it was his duty as a Cath- 
olic to submit his views to the Catholic 
hierarchy in Spain before expressing 
them in his dispatches, and that they 
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“heaped personal abuse” on him when 
he disregarded their “astonishing in- 
junction.” He offered evidence to prove 
his statements in dispatches that 2,500 
Catholic priests were living in Barce- 
lona under the protection of the govern- 
ment, and that the Loyalist government 
had attempted to re-establish public 
Catholic worship. Both statements were 
denounced as lies by Jesuit editors in 
this country, he said. 


He urged “every thinking Catholic 
layman” to strive even at the expense 
of “sorrow and heartaches” to “keep the 
Church out of politics.” 


PLANNED PARENTHOOD 


HE American public continues to 

approve more and more of planned 
parenthood. According to the latest 
survey made by the American Institute 
of Public Opinion, close to 80 per cent 
of those recently canvassed expressed 
approval of the distribution of birth 
control information to married persons 
by government clinics. There are now 
553 birth control centers in this coun- 
try, 40 per cent of which derive all or 
part of their support from tax funds. 


In this question, as in many others, 
Protestant America is not ‘concerned 
about the findings of the moral theolo- 
gians of the Church of Rome. Social 
consequences are considered of greater 
importance. It is convinced that happy 
and prosperous homes, with sufficient 
healthy, intelligent children, are the 
chief strength of a democracy. It can- 
not understand, therefore, why a celi- 
bate-controlled Church should arbitrar- 
ily oppose effective methods of birth 
control—especially when aimed at pre- 
venting the premature death of mothers 
and the orphaning of countless child- 
ren. To intelliegnt non-Catholic Am- 
ericans it seems still more tragic that 


such an organization should forbid the 
finest specimens of its own men and 
women from reproducing. 


Apart from this birth prevention 
among priests and nuns, the Catholic 
Church, of course, advocates its own 
special brand of birth control—the so- 
called rhythm method. It is also well 
known that, in spite of Vatican con- 
demnation of effective birth control 
methods, Catholic women attend birth 
control clinics in greater proportion 
than women of other religions. If Vati- 
can authorities do not want to follow 
the American way, they should not, at 
least, prevent Americans from doing 
so. 


It is ridiculous for Catholic spokes- 
men to use the scare argument against 
wise use of effective birth control meth- 
ods. Father Robert Gannon, S. J., 
President of Fordham University, lent 
himself to this last month when he told 
a record gathering at the University’s 
ninetieth alumni dinner at the Hotel 
Commodore : 


“If the present rate were to continue, 
all birth would be controlled out of ex- 
istence by 1961. Of course, the present 
rate of decline will not be constant. 
There will always be a few old-fashion- 
ed people who want to keep at least one © 
baby for the dog to play with, but by 
1961 we shall be a dying nation.” 


Father Gannon must purposely for- 
get that birth control advocates are not 
against having babies, and do actually 
have them. 

a 


The following, written for Christmas 
1924 by Thomas Hardy, is more appro- 
priate for Easter 1940: 


Peace on earth, ’twas said, they sing it 
And pay a million priests to bring it; 
After two thousand years of mass 
They’ve got as far as poison gas. 
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HOW A CATHOLIC BOYCOTT WORKS 


HE THREAT OF ECONOMIC 

BOYCOTT — the destruction of 
trade, the loss of a job, withdrawing of 
advertising, opposition votes, charac- 
ter assassination—to frighten business 
men, legislators and influential individ- 
uals into favoring a cause or refraining 
from criticizing it, has never been a 
weapon employed by Protestants or 
true Americans. It is in general use, 
however, by all alienisms in America, 
and is used most effectively by agents 
of the Catholic Church to advance its 
aims and to silence those who would 
make known the truth about its work- 
ings. It corrupts a free press, stifles 
expression of public opinion, blocks 
just legislation and frustrates the will 
of the people’s representatives in gov- 
ernment. Aimed to destroy one’s very 
means of earning a livelihood, it con- 
stitutes the meanest and most despic- 
able method of attack against an op- 
ponent. 

Father Lodge Curran, for instance, 
who is President of the International 
Catholic Truth Society, when campaign- 
ing in behalf of Franco’s cause in 
Spain, was jubilantly able to declare 
from a public platform: ‘‘The news- 
papers of Manhattan and Brooklyn 
-have been very unfair to the anti- 
Communist group in Spain. . . but be- 
cause I control $20,000 of business with 
‘ one Brooklyn newspaper I have forced 
them to take a more liberal attitude.’’’ 

It is by means of this weapon that 
Catholic political action has been en- 
abled to frustrate the will of the people 
and their legislators in attempts to pass 
laws for the elimination of Child Labor, 
for more humane marriage legislation, 
for the prevention of marriage to syph- 
ilitic and mentally diseased persons, 
and for the sterilization of the unfit. 


‘ef. The New York Times, Dec. 1, 1936. 





It has been especially vicious in its 
efforts to frustrate every attempt by 
the legislatures of the different states 
to enact wise and salutary sterilization 
measures to curb the unbridled propa- 
ation of moral degenerates, the feeble- 
minded and the insane. 

Boasting of the success of ‘‘ concerted 
Catholic political action’’ in New York, 
in defeating the Child Labor Amend- 
ment, and in having the Constitution 
changed to allow free transportation 
of children to Catholic schools, Assem- 
blyman Edward A. Johnson, of New 
Jersey, called upon the Catholic Daugh- 
ters of America at their annual Com- 
munion breakfast to use the same means 
to organize against the enactment of a 
sterilization bill by the New Jersey 
State legislature and ‘‘to fight it to 
the last ditch.’’ ‘‘No one but God,’’ 
he said, ‘‘has the right to determine 
and say whether children shall be born 
into this world or not be born into this 
world.’’’ 

Twenty-nine states of the Union al- 
ready have passed laws permitting 
sterilization of the unfit; all the others 
but two are trying to have such laws 
placed on their statute books. In every 
state the Catholic Church leads the op- 
position. All such laws are drawn up 
in a way that precludes any possibility 
of abuse or victimization. The candidate 
is usually provided with special guardi- 
ans where necessary, right of counsel, 
and appeal to courts of the state. The 
feeble-minded may be sterilized in all 
29 states, the insane in every state but 
South Dakota. Epileptics come under 
the law in 21 states, criminals in 11, 
moral degenerates in 9, syphilitics in 
two (California and Iowa). 

Even more potent than the protection 
of future generations from unlimited 


*cf. The Daily Home News, New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., May 8, 1939. 
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propagation of the insane, the crimin- 
ally degenerate and the syphilitic, is 
the s‘ated fact in favor of sterilization 
that, in many instances, it would re- 
duce by 50 per cent the cost of state 
government. In New Jersey, for in- 
stance, state expenditures are approxi- 
mately $40,000,000 a year; $20,000,000 
of this goes for the support and main- 
tenance of social misfits. Following are 
some of the benefits which would accrue 
from sterilization properly and ade- 
quately administered : 

1. Effective use of existing institutions 
by permitting release of inmates on 
parole to their families or other guard- 
ians. 

2. More effective use of existing insti- 
tuitions for defectives by removing the 
need of commitments solely to prevent 
parenthood, thereby permitting use of 
these facilities for other persons. 

3. A considerable lessening of family 
relief load, especially among the per- 
manently unemployable. 

4. A lessening of delinquency and 
crime among defective and abnormal 
groups, by not replenishing these stocks 
to the degree which now obtains. 

5. Successful rehabilitation of many 
who might otherwise find the burdens of 
family life excessive. 


Against all these factually. proved 
benefits stands the obdurate law of the 
Catholic Church: ; 

“It belongs only to the supreme auth- 
ority of the Church to declare authen- 
tically when the divine law impedes or 
invalidates matrimony. To the same 
supreme authority it belongs exclusively 
to constitute other diriment or prohibi- 
tive matrimonial impediments for bap- 
tized persons after the manner of a uni- 
versal law.” 


Thus no interference whatever by 
the civil state in regard to marriage or 
marital relations is permitted by the 
Catholic Church, not even in the case 
of the insane or syphilitic. Sabetti- 
Barrett, S.J., noted moral theologian, 
in his Compendium Theologiae Moralis, 

*Canon 1096 of the Codex Juris Canonici. 


In Canon Law, “baptized persons” includes 
Catholics and Protestants. 


text-book of moral theology used in 
American Catholic seminaries, says: 
“Only the Church can establish im- 
pediments, whether diriment or prohib- 
itive, for Christian marriage. . . Leprosy 
and other revolting and contagious di- 
seases such as syphilis and epilepsy, 
are not impediments. , 
Again he says: 
“All the new laws regarding eugenic 
marriages passed in our country violate 
the power of the Church.” 


More explicit is Damen, C.SS.R., pro- 
fessor of Moral Theology at the Univer- 
sity of Propaganda Fide in Rome: 

“Q. May the civil authority prescribe 


a medical examination for those about to 
be married? 


“A. For baptized persons the civil 
authority may not prescribe this exam- 
ination in such wise that if this condi- 
tion is not fulfilled, marriage is forbid- 
den to them ... for thus the State would 
be directly or indirectly establishing an 
impediment, and this the State is en- 
tirely incapable of doing.’”* 

This means that the civil state is 
forbidden by the Catholic Church to 
prohibit marriage to lepers, syphilitics, 
epileptics, et. al., and that no one may 
forbid sexual intercourse between mar- 
ried people, if one or both are so dis- 
eased, nor forbid them to procreate 
children : 

“All the physical afflictions that can 
ensue from the marriage of a diseased 
person, both to the healthy consort 
and to the offspring, are an immeasur- 
ably lesser evil than one mortal sin 
which the marriage could avert.’" 


Catholic political and social action 
follows from these official rulings of the 
Chureh in Rome. Following are the 
particular instances of Catholic boy- 
cott action which defeated a bill in- 
troduced in the last session of the Wis- 
consin Legislature, aiming at extending 
the provisions of a sterilization law 


*n. 842, Q. 6. 

5 Idem, m. 874, Q. 8 

*cf. Theologia Moralis, Vol. II, n. 636. 

"Rev. Francis J. Connell, C. SS.R., Power 
of the Church and State Over Marriage, in 
The Catholic Mind, Jan. 22, 1939, p. 523. 
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already operative in that state; they 
are quoted from the official report of 
the Wisconsin Race Conservation 
Committee, sponsors of the bill: 
1. One assemblyman was called in by 
a priest, told that the priest represented 
1,200 votes in his parish which were 
necessary if the man hoped to be re- 
elected. He was told that these 1,200 vot- 
ers were not interested in anything he 
might do in this session except his vote 
on our bill. Only if he voted against the 
bill could he hope to be returned ‘in 1941. 


2. Another assemblyman was threat- 
ened with a boycott of his store by the 
Catholics in his district if he continued 
to vote for the bill. 


3. Another assemblyman in the insur- 
ance business carrying insurance on a 
Catholic church was told that the insur- 
ance would not be renewed if he voted 
for it. 


4. An assemblyman who publishes a 
country newspaper was told all his Cath- 
olic subscribers would drop the paper 
unless he voted against the bill. 


Character-assassination, personal de- 
rision, and public defamation of in- 
dividuals and leaders connected with 
movements for social betterment, are 
also resorted to by Catholie agents. 
The Jesuit magazine America, in its 
issue of February 6, 1937, comments 
as follows on Mrs. Marion S. Norton, 
noted author and prominent social 
worker, and Secretary of the Steriliza- 
tion League of New Jersey: 

“She advocates sterilization for so 
many ills of defectives that the thought 
occurs: might it not be helpful for her 


to experiment with it? Her I. Q. may be 
gathered from her own statements...” 


. Catholics in all walks of life, even up 
to the U. S. Supreme Court Bench, 
carry out the mandates of their Church 
on such questions. The late Justice 
Pierce Butler, a devout Catholic, alone 
dissented from the U. S. Supreme 
Court’s decision upholding the Vir- 
ginia statute providing for the steril- 
ization of imbeciles. Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, who wrote the ma- 
jority opinion, had said ‘‘Three gen- 


erations of imbeciles are enough.’’ All 
the others but Justice Butler approved. 
While waiting for his decision, Justice 
Holmes remarked to an associate: 
“T’ll bet you Butler is struggling with 
his conscience as a lawyer on this deci- 
sion. He knows the law is the way I 
have written it. But he is afraid of the 


Church. I’ll lay you a bet the Church 
beats the law.” 


That some curb is especially needed 
among the Catholic population is evi- 
dent from the following statistics in 
New Jersey, where Catholics were only 
25 per cent of the total population in 
1930: Of the resident delinquents in 
state institutions between Jan. 1 and 
June 30, 1935, 47 per cent were Cath- 
olics. Of the mentally deficient in in- 
stitutions between April 30 and July 
1, 1935, 38 per cent were Catholics. Of 
the admissions of the mentally diseased, 
for the year ending April 30, 1935, in 
one institution, and resident popula- 
tion on June 26, and July 15, in two 
other institutions, 52 per cent were 
Catholics. Of dependent children, on 
May 31, 1935, and resident population, 
June 19, in School for the Deaf, 53 per 
cent were Catholics. Of the grand total 
resident in 17 state institutions and 
one state agency, 49 per cent were 
Catholies and 51 per cent non-Catho- 
lies. Of this total, 15 per cent were 
negroes, though the negro population 
of New Jersey in 1930 was but 5 per 
cent of the whole.’ 


The Tablet*, organ of the Catholic 
diocese of Brooklyn, N. Y., calls for 
action against sterilization in the fol- 
lowing terms: - 


“The sterilization racket, if drastic 
and immediate action is not taken 
against it by our good old Irish Catholic 
politicians and legislators (the really 
good ones), will, I dare say, be even more 
of a cruelty and injustice than the 


Scf., Sterilization and The Organized Op- 
position, Sterilization League of New Jer- 
sey, Princeton, N. J. 

* March 30, 1935. 
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Workmen’s Compensation ‘joke’. . . Sure- 
ly the Legion of Decency ought to add 
this sterilization racket as the object 
of a concentrated fight. Catholic action is 
the cry of the day. Let it be taken 
against this latest crazy exploitation of 
human beings, and more particularly for 
our own good, but unfortunate Cath- 
olics.” 


Non-Catholics may well ask why all 
this feverish Catholic activity and bull- 
dozing methods of a religious organ- 
ization to frustrate efforts for what is 
believed to be social betterment. The 
answer is that it is not so. much because 
of what is done, but the manner in 
which, and by whom, it is done. The 
greatest crime of the Protestant world 
in the eyes of the Catholic Church is 
the giving of control of such matters 
into the hands of lay legislature, as the 
direct representatives of the people. 
Laicism, ‘‘this disease of our age,’’ as 
the late Pope terms it, is the enemy that 
Catholicism fights on all fronts. Its 
great lament is that leadership of the 
affairs of nations has passed to the 
laity.” The determined aim of Catholic 


SACRIFICING PRIESTS 


HE LEVITICAL, or sacrificing, 

priesthood of the Old Testament 
ceased with the one true Sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ, the one and only High- 
Priest and Mediator of the Christian 
Dispensation. To him alone is the word 
applied in the New Testament. The 
Reformation restored their true title of 
Presbyter to the ministers of the Chris- 
tian gospel. Because of the resemblance 
of the word priest to presbyter, how- 
ever, in English, the Prayer Book of 
the Chureh of England continued its 
use, but discarded its unwarranted 
Roman meaning of sacrificer. In the 
time of Queen Elizabeth, Archbishop 
Whitgift wrote: ‘‘The very word it- 
self [priest] as it is used in the English 


Action is to take it from ‘‘statesmen, 
educators, columnists, scientists,’’ who 
act as representatives of the will of 
the people, and place it again ‘‘in the 
hands of great men of action in the 
Chureh.’’ The Catholic Buffalo Union 
and Echo says: 

“The blame for our maladjustments is 
more properly to be charged against the 
growing secularization of modern life. .. 
We twenty million American Catholics 
have-in this prominent statement a 
challenge not only to make our religion 
effective in the everyday world of work 
and labor, but to help these fellow Amer- 
icans of ours who clamor for spiritual 
food and sustenance.” 

This is the program of the ‘‘ Christian 
Front’’ as laid down by the Vatican, 
endorsed by the hierarchy, and effec- 
tively put into action in this country 
by Father Coughlin and his followers 
among the clergy and laity. Its success 
would spell the doom of democracy and 
result in the setting up of an authori- 
tarian clerico-fascist regime. 





* cf. Father Coughlin’s Social Justice, Feb. 
5, 1939, p. 2. 


tongue soundeth the word presbyter. 
As heretofore use has made it to be 
taken for a sacrificer, so will the use 
now alter that signification and make 
it to be taken for a minister of the gos- 
pel.’’ 

9 


Though fully equipped to minister as 
priests of the Catholic Church, those who 
resign its priesthood find it extremely 
difficult to gain a livelihood in other walks 
of life. In order to enter the teaching 
and other professions, they find it neces- 
sary to study further for university de- 
grees, often while working to meet im- 
mediate economic needs. It has been a 
special feature of the work of Christ’s 
Mission to help such men, and we trust 
that readers of our magazine will be mov- 
ed to contribute to this worthy work. 
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THE SPIRIT OF ‘NEW SPAIN’ 


HIS MONTH marks the first anni- 

versary of the fall of Madrid and 
the complete triumph of the clerico- 
fascist revolutionaries over the Spanish 
Republican Government. The greater 
European war, to which Franco’s on- 
slaught was but the prepared prelude, 
has sinee overshadowed events that 
have taken place in fascist Spain. Suffi- 
cient news has filtered through, how- 
ever, to justify the worst fears for the 
two million Loyalists blacklisted for 
death and imprisonment after the ces- 
sation of hostilities. 

The New York Times, on June 7, re- 
ported that death sentences were being 
passed upon an unestimated number of 
persons, and that ‘‘The Nationalists 
have complaints calling for the arrest 
of at least a million more. The tribun- 
als, working at top speed, will require 
at least another year to clean the dock- 
ets.’’ Six days later press reports stat- 
ed: ‘‘A Republican prisoner is being 
sentenced to death every nine minutes 

. appeals from the death sentence are 
not permitted.”’ The N. Y. Journal 
American, on the same day, declared: 
**Executions since the end of the war 
run well into four figures.”’ 


On July 15, Jules Sauerwein, after 
a trip through Spain, reported to The 
New York Times: ‘‘Repression was 
ferocious, the prisons full to overflow- 
ing, and every day hundreds of men 
were executed.’’ In August similar re- 
ports continued: ‘‘ Acquittals are rare, 
and death sentences far outnumber 
sentences of imprisonment.’’ The Man- 
chester Guardian stated that, of 347 ac- 
cused during the first week of May, 266 
were sentenced to death, 59 received 
thirty-year sentences, 20 fifteen years, 
and only 2 were acquitted. 


Professor Samuel E. Morrison, Har- 


vard historian, in an Associated Press 
dispatch from Casablanca, Nov. 9, stat- 
ed: ‘‘Spanish Loyalists, whose only 
crime was to be on the losing side, are 
being executed daily.’’ Even priests 
from the Basque region have been exe- 
cuted and jailed. As recently as Jan. 
25, 1940, The New York Times reported 
from Rome that the Vatican itself was 
distressed at the fact that sixty priests 
were still being held in Carmona jails, 
and that two thousand women were in 
Bilbao jails waiting to learn their fate. 
It goes on to say: ‘‘ According to in- 
formation given to the Papal Secre- 
tariat of State by ‘a very reliable Span- 
ish source’, there are at present 500,000 
political prisoners and 20,000 more in 
concentration camps.’’ 

Franco himself, in his (1940) New 
Year radio speech, declared : 

“Justice requires that the 100,000 as- 
sassinations committed by the Marxists 
should not go unpunished .. . it is neces- 
sary to liquidate the hatreds and pas- 
sions of the past war, but not according 
to the liberal method, with its monstrous 
and suicidal amnesty.” 

Side by side with this mass slaughter 
of human beings, there has been rapidly 
taking place the fascist reconstruction 
of ‘New Spain’—the objective for 
which Franco’s war was fought, not 
only on Spanish soil, but also in the 
Catholic pulpits and the Catholic press 
in America and elsewhere. This has 
been frankly pictured to the Spanish 
people and to the whole world in the 
work of José Pemartin, National Chief 
of University and Secondary Education 
in the Burgos Ministery of Education, 
entitled Qué es ‘Lo Nuevo’... His 
book is the ‘Bible’ of Franco’s ‘New 
Spain’, and officially and authorita- 
tively sets forth the groundwork of its 
domestie and foreign policies. The fol- 
lowing quotations from this extraordin- 
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arily frank work of Pemartin speak for 
themselves : 


FASCISM PLUS 

“We have said before that we in Spain 
had the right to be more papist that the 
Pope; in the same way we can be more 
fascist than Fascism itself, because our 
Fascism must be perfect, absolute. 
‘Fascism is a religious conception’, Mus- 
solini has written. Spanish Fascism will 
be, then, the religion of Religion.” 
(p. 63). 

“Here in Spain we have living and 
complete the traditional monarchy. The 
whole problem of Spain consists, then, in 
finding a synthesis between the Fascist 
style demanded by circumstances and 
the historical moment, and the strong 
background of tradition which is the 
very life of Spain ... In our judgment 
... an analysis of the two can be made: 
Fascism to contribute its military and 
consequently its Spanish qualities; Tra- 
ditionalism to contribute its religious 
and monarchial qualities. For the au- 
thentic definition of Spain is for me ‘a 
Religious-Military Monarchy’. 


A FASCIST-CATHOLIC STATE 


“We must be absolutely intolerant of 
ideologies and opinions contrary to the 
Catholic religion, and their propaganda 
must be absolutely and decisively ban- 
ished in all its forms, be it political, 
philosophical or proselytizing for false 
religions.” (p. 94) 

“Spanish Fascism must be a Catholic 
Fascism, but it must be well understood 
that it is not only Catholie but Spanish 
Catholic.” (p. 45) 

“If we want to be real Fascists, we 
must support ourselves on our funda- 
mental national ideology which is Cath- 
olic.” (p. 73) 


“Fascism is, in few words, the Hegeli- 
an fusion of the Nation and the State. 
Consequently, if Spain is to be national 
and is to be Fascist, the Spanish State is 
to be necessarily Catholic. Not only be- 
cause the State recognizes that Catholic- 
ism is the religion of the majority of the 
Spanish people, and as such, protects it. 
That is not enough. It is not enough 
that the State accept the Catholic reli- 
gion, or respect it, or reverence it, or 
proclaim it ... None of these verbs is 
sufficient. The verb is to be. The Span- 
ish State must be Catholic. As clear and 
precise consequences: 

1. The Catholic religion must be de- 








clared the official religion of the State. 

2. No teaching will be permitted 
against the Catholic religion, neither 
in official establishments nor in private. 


3. No proselytism, public or private, 
will be allowed in favor of other re- 
ligions. 


4. No public worship of any other re- 
ligion will be permitted. Regarding priv- 
ate worship, other than Catholic, in 
places not public, this can be permitted 
in some cases, out of respect for partial 
truth, for the mistaken religiosity in 
good faith, and in order to prevent great- 
er evils—always by express agreement 
in each case, with Ecclesiastical Au- 
thority. 


5. All the laws of the Church and its 
jurisdiction, as they are expressed in the 
existing canonical code, will be recog- 
nized as included organically in the juri- 
dical statute of the Spanish State. 

6. The Church will be given effective 
watch over Spanish education, press and 
printing in dogmatic matters. 

7. The question of Church property, 
stolen by the Government of Mendizabal, 
will be definitely liquidated through the 
cession of these properties to the Span- 
ish Catholic State by the Church. 

8. Independently of this liquidation, 
the Spanish State will include annually 
at the head of its budget the necessary 
apportionment for the expenses of re- 
ligion, clergy, jurisdiction, inspection of 
education, and other functions entrusted 
to the Church. 

9. The details of these functions will 
be regulated, either through a law or 
a concordat.” (p. 70) 

“The second very important advant- 
age, which every Catholic believer must 
appreciate, is the magnificent prosely- 
tism, as much internal as external, 
which will result from the declaration of 
Catholicism as the religion of the State. 
The people believe what they see as the 
first step to believing what they do not 
see. When they see the authorities wor- 
shipping God in the Catholic faith, when 
they see the armed forces presenting 
arms at the holiest of sacraments, when 
they see the splendor of Spanish Catho- 
lic worship, enriched by the public and 
showy intervention of the civil and mili- 
tary authorities, they will believe that 
That, to which external religious cere- 
monies are offered, is the Truth. Not 
without motive does the supreme wis- 
dom of the Church sustain all the splen- 
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dor of the Ritual and of the external” 


religious ceremonies, in contrast to the 
cold Protestant worship; not without 
motive does the Church also maintain 
the worship of images.” (p. 77) 

ECHO OF INQUISITION 

“It is said by some, including well- 
intentioned Catholics, that the opinions 
of others must be tolerated and respect- 
ed. We emphatically reject this asser- 
tion, not as religious men, but because 
of our scientific outlook. We should 
never have respect or tolerance for these 
mistaken opinions that can be neither 
tolerated nor respected, but what we 
should have would be compassion and 
charity for those who hold to these ideas, 
attributing their beliefs’ to weaknesses 
of understanding and mental illnesses.” 
(p. 189) © 

CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL 
MONOPOLY 

“Catholic religious education will be 
obligatory in all grades and in both off- 
cial and private Spanish education. 
There can be no exceptions to this prin- 
ciple.” (p. 195) 

“The collaboration of the specialized 
teaching religious orders with the State, 
on a large scale, by means of subsidies 
and a considerable enlargement of their 
establishments, is by far the best and 
most perfect solution in the new Cath- 
olic-Fascist Spanish State, for the solu- 
tion of the problem of the war orphans 
and of the orphan homes and centers of 
professional instruction of working class 
youth in general.” (pp. 301-302) 

“Our premises show us the Spanish 
Nation, above all, as an historical-moral 
being of Catholic substantiality of the 
purest and most faithful Catholicism. 
From these we also see that the nation 
and the future Spanish State should be 
thoroughly infused with an integral 
Fascism which will be ‘the soul of the 
soul,’ the ‘religion of religion.’ These 
antecedents make evident to us the ob 
vious necessity of declaring the Catholic 
religion the official religion of the new 
state. From this is deduced, finally, with 
incontrovertible logic, that education, 
which is in reality transmission, the 
‘tradition’ of the soul of the Nation-State 
to the new growing generations, must be 
in the new Spain essentially Catholic. 

“This is to be brought about in two 
ways: one positive and one negative. 
The positive will consist in the teaching 
of the Catholic religion itself, which is 


to be extended to all grades of teaching 
in general; from primary teaching, by 
priests and teachers, passing through 
secondary education in which there are 
to be obligatory courses in religion, up 
to university education, with its higher 
studies of religion and Faculties of 
Theology. | 

“And the negative part, which will 
consists in a total and definitive prohibi- 
tion against anything contrary to Catho- 
lic orthodoxy; a prohibition whose effec- 
tiveness will be realized chiefly by means 
of a selected and competent body of edu- 
cational inspectors, in all grades and 
types of education, directly subordinate 
to a Higher Council of Culture and Edu- 
cation, with broad and definite powers, 
in which the representatives of the 
Church will occupy a principal post.” 
(pp. 147-148) 

FASCIST TRAINING SCHOOLS 

“Make this test, superimpose the forms 
of the Spanish State, Catholic-Fascist, on 
the model Catholic institutions of work- 
ers’ professional education; on such in- 
stitutions as, for example, the Electro- 
Technical Workers’ Institute of Father 
Pérez del Pulgar, S. J., the Salesian 
shops for professional instruction and 
other similar schools. And you will see 
legions of selected workers, specialists, 
educated with superior moral ideals, 
come out of these institutions and con- 
stitute the most loyal squadrons of Span- 
ish Fascism.” (p. 301) 

“Of the Free Educational Institute, 
anti-Catholic, anti-Spanish, there must 
not be left one stone on another. Uni- 
versity education in Madrid will be, in- 
exorably, from here on, patriotic, Cath- 
olic and loyal, or it will not be.” (p. 177) 
THE JUDAIC-MASONIC PERIL 

“If Germany, Italy or Portugal should 
be attacked or conquered by the Masonic 
demagoguery of other countries, or by 
the satisfied or selfish imperialisms of 
the so-called rich nations, Spain would 
feel obligated, under penalty of losing 
her self-respect, to come to the rescue 
with all the forces of the State and the 
potentiality of her favored geographical 
position in favor of Justice, Right and 
true liberty. This is an imperative of 
our future.” (pp. 133-134) 

“The program for the total Catholici- 
zation of Spain cannot be achieved with- 
out decided and opportune action against 
the anti-Catholic sects; against Masonry 
and Judaism. ; 
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“We do not want to end this book © 


without vigorously pointing out that 
Masonry and Judaism are the two great 
and powerful enemies of the Fascist 
movement in the regeneration of Europe; 
even more specifically in the regenera- 
tion of Spain, in the totally Catholic 
meaning which we advocate. 

“Hitler is thoroughly right in his anti- 
Jewish fight. Mussolini has perhaps 
done more for the greatness of Italy, 
through the dissolution of Masonry than 


through any other measure.” (pp. 408- 
409) 
CATHOLICIZATION OF THE 


UNITED STATES 
“If we leave Europe and take up a 
world point of view, we see that over 
in America there is most certainly re- 
served to seemingly weak and backward 

Spanish America the same noble mission 

of Latinity in Europe: the conversion of 

North America to Catholicism. This will 

seem an impossible dream to some super- 

ficial minds. Nevertheless, bear in mind 
how easily the material prosperity and 
the already low moral level of the United 

States have crumbled since the Wall 

Street crash of November, 1929. Think 

also of this—the United States is not a 

nation but a huge conglomeration of 

peoples and races, under the moral de- 
pression of the defeat which Japan will 

inflict on them, sooner or later.” (p. 33) 

“The evident decadence of the British 

Empire could also have in this, our full 

conception of the Catholicization of the 

modern world, a place analogous to that 
of the decadence of the Roman Empire 
in the Christianization of the old world. 

British peace today takes the place of 

the Pax Romana. And throughout the 

length of the British Empire the rem- 
nants of the decadent Anglo-Saxon civil- 
ization of pseudo-religious utilitarian- 
ism are to serve as a very convenient 
preparation for the easy advance of 

Catholicism.” (p. 34) 

Thus in Spain, Jesuit Catholicism has 
come into its own. Here is plain ‘‘ Cath- 
olic Action’’ talk. The nearest we have 
to it in the United States comes from 
Father Coughlin and his influential 
supporters among the clergy and laity. 
But wherever it appears, whether in 
Spain, Italy, Germany or the United 
States, it is the same centrally-directed 
Catholic Action with identical objec- 


tives—the destruction of all forms of 
liberalism, the ruthless crushing out of 
all Judaic-Masonie influence and the 
rapid formation of a so-called ‘‘ Positive 
Catholic Christian Front’’ of counter- 
Reformation, to break down all that has 
been built up by the Protestant Christ- 
ian ideology during the past four cen- 
turies. @ 


THE JESUITS are greatly feared 
by other priests, and even bishops, in 
the Catholic Church. But not to the 
extent of smothering all the humor and 
clever quips which these latter feel in- 
clined to express at the expense of the 
members of the Society of- Jesus. The 
late Mgr. Duchesne, famous Catholic 
historian and professor of Church his- 
tory at the University of Propaganda 
Fide in Rome, met their condemnation 
of his frank expositions of early Church 
history with as fine a humor as could 
be imagined. 

The morning after his books had been 
placed on the Index by Jesuit conniv- 
ance, Mgr. Duchesne mounted his pro- 
fessorial chair and told his listeners of 
a dream he had had the night before. 
He dreamt he had died, and with fear 
and trembling knocked upon the pearly 
gates of heaven. To his surprise, St. 
Peter appeared and greeted him warm- 
ly. ‘‘Don’t you know my books were 
condemned by the Index last night?’’ 
he asked the Prince of the Apostles. ‘‘If 
they were I haven’t heard of it as yet’’ 
St. Peter replied. ‘‘But,’’ said the puz- 
zled Monsignor, ‘‘I thought the Holy 
Ghost kept you informed about every- 
thing that takes place at the Vatican ?’’ 
“Tut, tut!’’ said St. Peter, ‘‘The Holy 
Ghost hasn’t been near the Vatican 


since the birth of Ignatius Loyola!’’ 

To save himself from the further 
wrath of the Jesuits, Duchesne defend- 
ed himself by saying that this was but a 
dream, and that even the moral theo- 
logians held no one accountable for 
thoughts that oceur in sleep. 
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FAMOUS CONVERTS FROM CATHOLICISM 


(A Monthly Feature) 
Ill. JOHN MEGAPOLENSIS 


OHN MEGAPOLENSIS was brought 
J up a Roman Catholic, but was con- 
verted to the Protestant evangelical 
faith at the age of twenty-three and 
afterwards became a minister of the 
Dutch Reformed Church. For six years, 
from 1643 till 1649, he was a mission- 
ary to the Indians in New York and 
was pastor at Rensselaerwyck, as Al- 
bany was then called. From that time 
till his death, in his seventieth year, he 
was the fourth minister of the Reform- 
ed Church in Manhattan. 


He was a contemporary of the Jesuit 
Father Jogues who, being of quite a 
different spirit, angered the Indians so 
that they threatened his life and drove 
him out. On that occasion Megapolensis 
intereceded with the Indians on Father 
Jogues’ behalf and thus saved his life. 
Finally the Indians killed Jogues, and 
on these grounds the Catholic Church 
recently canonized him as a martyr. 
Had he treated the Indians as courte- 
ously as did Megapolensis, there would 
be one saint less in the Catholic Church 
today. cons 

The Jesuits made every effort to in- 
duce Megapolensis to return to the 
Church of Rome. When, in, 1657, the 
Jesuit Father LeMoyne visited New 
Amsterdam, Megapolensis also be- 
friended him. And in the following 
spring, LeMoyne wrote him from Al- 
bany urging him to renounce Protes- 
tantism and return to the Church of 
his birth. Megapolensis’ reply was 
written in Latin and has been pre- 
served in the Sage Library of Rutger’s 
College, New Brunswick, N. J. An Eng- 
lish translation was made by the late 
Dr. Louis Bevier, for many years a 
professor at Rutgers. 


In his letter, of about 3,200 words, 
Megapolensis conclusively refutes Le- 
Moyne’s three principal contentions in 
support of the Roman Catholic posi- 
tion, namely: the succession of the 
popes, the councils of the Church, and 
eoncerning the heretics whom the 
Church of Rome had thrust out, from 
Judas to Calvin. 


To the first, Megapolensis replied : 


“True religion does not come from 
local or personal succession, nor from 
human decrees and traditions. It must 
be drawn out and established from the 
immutable and infallible word of God 
as contained in the Scriptures.’’ 


Megapolensis was unusually dis- 
tressed that, on the subject of hereties, 
LeMoyne had placed Judas and Calvin 
on the same list. He says in part: 


“It behooves me now to accuse you 
of a very great error, nay, even of mal- 
ice, in that you wish to associate our 
Calvin with Judas, the betrayer of his 
Lord, although the actions of these two 
are diametrically opposed to each 
other. For Judas revolted from Christ, 
going over to the pontiffs, pharisees 
and the wicked priests, the enemies of 
Christ. But Calvin, forsaking the 
Judas-like Papacy, joined himself to 
Christ, and clung to him alone. Judas, 
by the kiss of hypocrisy, delivered 
Christ, his Lord, unto cruel tyrants 
and to the rabid crowd, but Calvin, 
that blessed instrument of our God, by 
the inspiration of divine power vindi- 
cated Christ, and his Word, and his 
merits, and his spiritual body which 
was miserably oppressed and harrassed 
by Roman harpies and cruel persecu- 
tors.”’ 


“Judas rejected Christ; he despised 
his Word, his doctrine and his admon- 
itions. Calvin, on the contrary, brought 
back to its old place the doctrine of 
the satisfaction of Christ, and his mer- 
its, which had been trodden under foot 
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by you, and taught that we must pre- 
serve intact the ransom price of 
Christ’s redemption . . . Are you not 
those very ones who, having rejected 
the holy and universal name of ‘Chris- 
tians,’ arrogate to yourselves the name 
of ‘Jesuits,’ so that you seem to be like 
Judas the traitor, to kiss Christ and 
recognize him as the Lord, while mean- 
time you despise, sell and tread under 
foot the merits and commands of 
Christ, and take refuge in fictitious 
merits and indulgences.’”’ 


Megapolensis tells of an occasion 
when he was a student at Cologne, 
when ‘‘the apotheosis of Ignatius Loy- 
ola and Francis Xavier was celebrat- 
ed.’’ He then saw, ‘‘not only their 
images borne about, but even a worn- 
out cloak of Ignatius, spread out on a 
frame, as a noble and worthy relic, and 
carried through the whole city as an 
object of veneration.’’ He then adds: 

“Does not your Pope through his 
bulls, indulgences, and similar old 
wives’ fables, profitable indeed to him- 
self, sacrilegiously sell Christ and his 
merits, heaven and all sacred things, 


just like Judas, the traitor, so that the 
Mantuan bard (Vergil) truly sings: 


‘For Sale at Rome, 


Temples, Priests, Sacred Altars, Crowns, 
Fires, Incense, Prayers, Yea, Heaven is 
for sale, and—God!’” 


His characterization of the Jesuits’ 
missionary methods is most severe, for 
‘‘vou baptised many of them, even in 
the agonies of death, who were not pos- 
sessed of any proper understanding of 
the true God and Savior ... who had no 
knowledge of Christianity except that, 
according to your custom, they were 
able to make the sign of the cross, and 
to praise the idols which you have in 
your churches; but who, in other re- 
spects, were thieves, whoremongers, 
even as other barbarians.’’ 


Far from inducing Megapolensis to 
return to the errors of Rome, the efforts 
of the Jesuits afforded him the oppor- 
tunity of showing them that they 
should renounce the corrupt teachings 


of the Papacy and allow themselves to 
be led to the true knowledge of Christ. 
He concludes his letter with the fol- 
lowing appeal: 

“IT commend you to God the Father 
of all grace, and to His Son, Jesus 
Christ ; to whom I will pray, that you 
may be released from the entangle- 
ments of your errors by His Holy 
Spirit, and that He may lead you to the 
true knowledge of Christ and of His 
merits; and that you may be found in 
Christ, not having your own imaginary 
righteousness, but that which is of 
God, through faith in Christ, that be- 
lieving in Him, you may have eternal 
life.’’ 

@ 


OUR BODIES 
By Nature: 
Bodies of sin and death—Rom. 6 :6,7 :24. 
To have resurrection and condemnation 
—Matt. 10:28. 
By Grace: 
The temple of the Holy Ghost 
—I Cor. 3:16. 
Bought with a price—I Cor. 6:20. 
To be kept pure—I Cor. 6:13. 
To be rendered a living sacrifice 
—Rom. 12:1. 
To be redeemed from the grave 
—I Cor. 15:42. 
To be glorified like Christ’s body 
—I Cor. 15:52. 
& 


“Real religion is not just a bandage 
to cover the wounds caused by man’s 
inhumanity to man.” — Rev. Cornelius 


P. Trowbridge, Canon of St. Paul's 
Cathedral, Boston. 
s 
“How vain, 
Instead of the pure heart and innocent 
hands, 
Are all the proud and pompous modes to 
gain 


The smile of Heaven.” 
—wWilliam Cullen Bryant 
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ST. PATRICK’S HYMN 


‘*T bind to myself today, 
The Power of God to guide me, 
The Might of God to uphold me, 
The Wisdom of God to teach me, 
The Eye of God to watch over me, 
The Ear of God to hear me, 
The Word of God to give me speech, 
The Hand of God to protect me, 
The Way of God to prevent me, 
The Shield of God to shelter me, 
The Host of God to defend me... 


Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ within me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ at my right hand, 

Christ at my left, 

Christ in the fort, 

Christ in the Chariot-seat, 

Christ in the ship, 

Christ in the heart of every man who 
thinks of me, 

Christ in the heart of every man who 
speaks to me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me, 

Christ in the ear of every man who 
hears me. 

I bind to myself today, the strong 
power of the invocation of the 
Trinity, the faith of the Trinity in 
unity, the Creator of the ele- 
ments.’’ 

* 


ANTISEPTIC CHRISTIANITY 


ECAUSE of the salutary, cleansing 

effects of Protestantism on Ameri- 
ean life and that of other countries 
which benefited by the Reformation, 
Catholies often refer to it as ‘‘ Antisep- 
tic Christianity.’’ These hygienic ef- 
fects on religion, education and bodily 
habits have never appealed to those who 
aim to restore the world again to the 
control of Rome. A United Press re- 
port from Rome, of Jan. 27, quotes an 


editorial of Regime Fascista as follows: 


“In countries such as America, where 
idolatry, riches and superstition, hy- 
giene and comfort reign, the idealistic 
sense of the Christian religion has evap- 
orated in favor of a Protestant sense of 
philanthropy, which is often a bastard 
philanthropy,” 


Angered at President Roosevelt’s 
choice of a Protestant rather than one 
of America’s 20,000,000 Catholics as 
Papal Peace Ambassador, this fascist 
newspaper accuses Roosevelt of being 
‘responsible for the Jewish war de- 
elared against Germany,’’ and holds 
that his aid to the Pope in the interests 
of peace are but a sham. It goes on to 
say : 

“Protestant-Jewish America, which 
speaks by means of Roosevelt ... can- 
not sincerely desire that world peace 
should come from Rome by means of the 
two great forces—Fascism and Catholi- 


cism—which are vigilant over Western 
civilization from the Eternal City.” 


Signor Muti, new Italian Fascist 
Secretary General, has recently reiter- 
ated the keynote of these allied forces 
in Rome: ‘‘Intransigence in anti-dem- 
ocratic, anti-Bolshevik, anti-bourgeois 
action.’’ Mussolini long ago put action 
against ‘‘liberal Catholicism’’ on this 
list—all who belonged to what the 
Rome Tribuna contemptuously calls 
‘*the old Italy,’’ and who believed in 
‘*that Masonic and Jewish democracy.’’ 

y 


FATHER COUGHLIN derides the 
recently appointed Catholic Supreme 
Court Justice Frank Murphy, as well 
as his habit of showing his mother’s 
Bible in public. Because this Catholic 
Judge is liberal minded and not anti- 
semitic, Coughlin’s Social Justice of 
Feb. 5, gives him and liberal Catholic 
priests first place in the’ ‘‘ Jewish 
Front.’’ It styles him America’s ‘‘lay 
bishop,’’ says that he was paid by the 
Jews to speak in their behalf, and that 
‘‘the Jews have in Murphy a costly 
pearl.”’ 
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ROME STOLE SAINT PATRICK 


ROTESTANTS, not Roman Catho- 

lies, have rightful claim on Saint 
Patrick, and if the Irish today had the 
same religious beliefs as their national 
patron saint they would be Protestants 
and not Roman Catholics. 

Patrick’s real name was Succoth and 
the place of his birth, though not known 
for certain, was probably Scotland. His 
father was a deacon and his grand- 
father a presbyter, or priest, of the 
Christian religion. Celibacy of the cler- 
gy was unknown in those days, and the 
term ‘‘Pope’’ was applied alike to all 
bishops, both of the East and West. 

It is impossible that Saint Patrick 
could have been a Roman Catholic ac- 
cording to the beliefs and practices 
which are held essential in the Church 
of Rome today. He could have known 
nothing of the sacrifice of the mass, 
transubstantiation, priestly confession, 
indulgences, purgatory, worship of the 
saints and the Virgin Mary, papal in- 
fallibility—to say nothing of holy wa- 
ter, novenas and Bingo. Take these 
away from any Roman Catholic today 
(if you can), and what would he be? 
A Protestant—that is, an Evangelical 
Christian, if he believes truly in Jesus 
Christ as the only Mediator between 
God and man. That was what Saint 
Patrick was. 

He began his mission in Ireland early 
in the year 432, and on Easter Sunday 
preached the Christian Gospel before 
the High King of Ireland and his drui- 
die priests on the hill of Tara. It was 
on this occasion that he composed his 
great hymn, ‘‘I bind to myself to- 
day ...’’ which he sang while on his 
way to meet the king and his chieftains. 

In his Confession, Saint Patrick tells 
of the manner of his conversion : 


“TI was then nearly sixteen years of 
age. I knew not the true God, and I 


was led to Ireland in captivity. . . And 
there the Lord discovered to me a 
sense of my unbelief, that, though late, 
I should remember my transgressions, 
and that I should be converted with my 
whole heart to the Lord my God; who 
regarded my lowliness, and had compas- 
sion on my youth and ignorance, and 
took care of me before I could discern 
or distinguish between good and evil, 
and protected me and comforted me, as 
a father would a son.” 


He sums up his belief, in his letter 
to Coroticus, as every true Protestant 
does, in the following testimony : 

“I testify before God and his angels 
that it shall be so as he hath revealed to 
my ignorance; these are not my words, 
but the words of God and of his Apostles 
and Prophets, who never lied: ‘He that 
believeth shall be saved, but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be condemned.’ ”’ 


It can easily be seen, from this, that 
Saint Patrick was converted by the 
word of God as found in the Holy 
Seriptures, not from any traditional 
teaching of men. Never once did he ad- 
dress a prayer or any petition to the 
Virgin Mary or to any saint. In all his 
writings he never mentions the Virgin 
Mary. 


It was this pure Christian faith of 
Saint Patrick that the Irish people held 
on to, and which made their land ‘‘The 
Isle of Saints and Scholars,’’ until the 
11th century. Then, in the 11th century, 
the English invaded Ireland and 
brought with them the religion of Rome, 
which the Irish Church had resisted till 
then. The instructions of Roman bis- 
hops in England to the clergy in Ire- 
land, explaining the beliefs and prac- 
tices of the Roman Church, are still ex- 
tant.* Thereafter Ireland, as a con- 
sequence of this double conquest by 
England and Rome, declined, materi- 
ally, spiritually and in learning. The 





* cf. Migne’s Patrologia. 
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Golden Age of Ireland, The Land of 
Saints and Scholars, became things of 
the past. Their remains can be seen to 
this day in its many ruined churches, 
monasteries and towers, all dating back 
to the age preceding the 11th century. 


Of all the paradoxes of Irish history, 
the strangest is that, although it was 
England who brought the religion of 
Rome to Ireland, all the forceful ef- 
forts of Cromwell could not turn the 
Irish from it at the time of the Reform- 
ation. Had the English at that time 
offered the Bible to the Irish in their 
own language, the subsequent history 
of Ireland—and of the Catholic Church 
in America and throughout the world 


~—might have been very different. 
* 


THE POPE AND POLITICS 


HAT the aims and workings of the 

Roman Catholic Church never 
change is apparent from the following 
editorial in The New York Times of 
April 26, 1888. It was written as a com- 
ment upon the resignation of Monsig- 
nor L. Bouland from the Catholic 
priesthood. The Monsignor was a high- 
ly respected priest and had received 
some of the highest honors accorded to 
outstanding prelates of the Roman 
Chureh. The Times’ editorial says of 
him: 

“Monsignor Bouland resigns his priest- 
ly office upon the ground that ‘the Rom- 
an hierarchy constitutes in the United 
States a danger ever on the increase.’ 
Ultramontanism, he says, ‘claims abso- 
lute authority not only in matters re- 
ligious, but also in matters scientific, 
philosophic, social and political.’ He adds 
that ‘such pretensions history proves to 
be destructive of religion and public 
liberty.’ It is at least evident that if 
they are acquiesced in by any consider- 
able body of American citizens, they con- 
stitute a danger to the country, and that 
nobody who acquiesces in them can be 
a good American citizen. 

“The question is one of fact whether 
the Roman Catholic Church in this coun- 


try does make such pretensions. Mer. 
Bouland, who is a competent and disin- 
terested witness, declares that it does. 
Nor is there wanting other evidence in 
the same direction. 

“A priest of this city some time since 
told his congregation that whoever said 
he would take his religion from the 
Pope, but not his politics, was not a good 
Catholic. He subsequently explained 
that he meant that a man who would im- 
pute to the Pope a disposition to dictate 
upon secular questions was not a good 
Catholic. A good Catholic must not only 
accept the decision of the Pope as final 
and absolute upon questions of faith 
and morals, but he must also accept his 
decision as to what are matters of faith 
and morals. This really amounts, as 
Mer. Bouland declares, to a claim of ab- 
solute authority in matters scientific, 
philosophic, social and political, as well 
as religious. If it be admitted, then the 
Pope may at any time direct the faith- 
ful to disregard the laws of the land and 
compel them to choose between being 
bad citizens and bad Catholics. 

“If there be any considerable number 
of American Catholics, priests or laymen, 
who would in such a case, ‘take their 
politics from the Pope’, it is true, as Mgr. 
Bouland says, that ‘the Roman hierarchy 
constitutes in the United States a danger 
ever on the increase.’” 

os 


According to Mr. Charles H. Ridder, 
President of the Catholic Press Associ- 
ation, there are 139 Catholic news- 
papers in the United States, with a cir- 
culation of 2,639,165, and 197 Catholie 
magazines with a circulation of 4,604,- 
141. The Catholic Church also has its 
own International News Service in 
Washington, D. C., which supplies in- 
formation to 452 publications and to 
24 foreign countries. 


It also has its own International 
radio system by which it directs its, 
propaganda to serve its ends. Its broad- 
casts in favor of democracy and about 
German atrocities in Poland, for in- 
stance, were for the exclusive consump- 
tion of the English-speaking world. All 
mention of them was studiously avoided 
in its Italian broadeasts. 
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THE JESUITS AND THE PROTOCOLS 
OF ZION 


(Second of a series on Catholicism and Nazi-Fascism) 
By Leo H. LEHMANN 


T IS ADMITTED by all intelligent 

people that the so-called ‘‘ Protocols 
of the Wise men of Zion’’ are criminal 
forgeries, and could never have been 
written either by a group of Jews or 
Freemasons. Yet their authorship re- 
mains unknown. The amazing part of 
it is that this fantastic fraud has suc- 
ceeded in its planned objective—the 
ousting of all Judaic-Masonic influence 
in Central Europe by methods that 
would bring a blush to the cheek of a 
Torquemada. 


The contents of these alleged Pro- 
tocols are well enough known, and have 
been broadcast by Nazi-Fascist (and 
Roman Catholic) agents in every coun- 
try as authentic reports—procés ver- 
baux—of secret conferences at which 
certain Jewish leaders drew up plans 
for the formation of an invisible world- 
government. With the help of Masonic 
Lodges and the liberal, democratic. soc- 
ialist and communist parties, these 
‘*Elders of Zion’’ are said to have con- 
spired for the overthrow of all non- 
Jewish governments and to destroy all 
religions other than Judaism. Every 
despicable means to weaken Christian 
institutions is set forth by the imagi- 
nary leaders of this vast conspiracy. 


All this is to be accomplished prin- 
cipally by means of the Masonic orders 
throughout the world, as the blind 
dupes and willing tools of this supra- 
imperialism of the Jews. Credit is 
claimed for the Jews in having instig- 
ated practically all revolutionary move- 
ments of the past century, assassina- 
tion of rulers and heads of states, all 
the wars, civil, racial and internation- 
al, and all the upheavals in and 
throughout the nations—from the Pro- 


testant Reformation to the economic 
conditions that resulted in our busi- 
ness depression. Behind it all there 
is pictured the cold calculation, the un- 
scrupulous cunning and murderous 
fanaticism of these Elders of Zion. Pro- 
tocol One tells of a vast army of spies 
and secret agents, well supplied with 
funds, who bore from within and create 
dissension and revolution in all coun- 
tries. Support of anarchist, communist 
and socialist movements for the destruc- 
tion of Christian civilization is outlined 
in Protocol Three; also the debasement 
and ruin of the currency system, lead- 
ing to a world-wide economic crisis. 
Universal war against any nation or 
group of nations which fails to respond, 
is planned in Protocol Seven. Protocol 
Ten contains particulars how all moral- 
ity is to be undermined and leading 
statesmen blackmailed, compromised 
and calumniated in order to foree them 
to serve the ends of the conspirators. 

The secret conclave, at which these 
monstrous plans were purported to 
have been drawn up, is said to have 
been held under the auspices of ‘‘one of 
the most influential and most highly 
initiated leaders of Freemasonry’’; 
they are also said to have been ‘‘signed 
by representatives of Zion of the Thir- 
ty-Third Degree.’’ 

No group or organization could ever 
be as evil and satanic as these Judaic- 
Masonie Elders of Zion picture them- 
selves to be. They are the apotheosis of 
the anti-Christ, and could only have 
been conjured up by minds imbued 
with the fearful expectation of the 
eventual coming of an anti-Christ. 

It must be admitted that there is a 
certain similarity between this revolu- 
tionary plan of action and the Bolshe- 
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vist program that followed the assassi- 
nation of the Csar of Russia and the 
overthrow of the Kerensky regime. But 
of the seventeen members of the Coun- 
cil of People’s Commissars of the Soviet 
government at that time, only one, 
Trotsky, was a Jew. Neither have the 
Masons ever been the least bit influen- 
tial in Russia, either under the Czar or 
the Soviets. A world-wide economie de- 
pression also has since happened, some- 
what similar to that allegedly planned 
by these elders of Zion. By no means, 
however, have the Jews and Masons 
ever so completely controlled the 
world’s finances. They suffered as much 
as others as a result of the economic 
débacle. 

The Nazi-Fascists, who have success- 
fully exploited these Protocols to their 
great advantage, and who have used 
these criminal forgeries to attain their 
primary objective, might well be accus- 


ed of their authorship. But their pub- 


lication antedated the rise of Fascism 
by a quarter of a century, when Hitler 
and Mussolini were youngsters learning 
their multiplication tables in school, 
and Franco babbling his ‘‘ Hail Marys’”’ 
at his mother’s knee. 

Now, authorship of an anonymous 
document is best discovered from the 
document itself—by the cause it favors 
and by the enemies it depicts. These 
will appear even if placed in reverse. A 
clear sample of this can be seen from 
such an analysis of a part of these Pro- 
tocols of Zion which I have before me. 
It is a reprint from The Catholic Gaz- 
zette, of February, 1936, a monthly 
publication of the Catholic Missionary 
Society of London, England. Space 
limits permit the quotation of only 
parts of this nefarious document. 

The Judaic-Masonie conspirators are 
speaking : 

“As long as there remains among the 

Gentiles any moral conception of the 


social order, and until all faith, patriot- 
ism, and dignity are uprooted. our reign 


over the world shall not come... 

“We have still a long way to go before 
we can overthrow our main opponent: 
the Catholic Church... 

“We must always bear in mind that 
the Catholic Church is the only institu- 
tion which has stood, and which will, as 
long as it remains in existence, stand in 
our way. The Catholic Church, with her 
methodical work and her edifying and 
moral teachings, will always keep her 
children in such a state of mind as to 
make them too self-respecting to yield 
to our domination, and to bow before 
our future king of Israel. . . 

“That is why we have been striving 
to discover the best way of shaking the 
Catholic Church to her very founda- 
tions... 


“We have blackened the Catholic . 


Church with the most ignominious cal- 
umnies, we have. stained her history 
and disgraced even her noblest activi- 
ties. We have imputed to her the wrongs 
of her enemies, and have thus brought 
these latter to stand more closely by our 
side. .. We have turned her Clergy into 
objects of hatred and ridicule, we have 
subjected them to the contempt of the 
crowd. . . We have caused the practice 
of the Catholic Religion to be consider- 
ed out of date and a mere waste of 
time. .. 

“One of the many triumphs of our 
Freemasonry is that those Gentiles who 
become members of our Lodges, should 
never suspect that we are using them 
to build their own jails, upon whose ter- 
races we shall erect the throne of our 
Universal King of Israel. . . 

“So far, we have considered our strat- 
egy in our attacks upon the Catholic 
Church from the outside. .. Let us now 
explain how we have gone further in 
our work, to hasten the ruin of the 
Catholic Church. . . and how we have 
brought even some of her Clergy to be- 
come pioneers of our cause. 


“We have induced some of our child- 
ren to join the Catholic body, with the 
explicit intimation that they should work 
in a still more efficient way for the dis- 
integration of the Catholic Church. . . 

“We are the Fathers of all Revolu- 
tions—even of those which sometimes 
happen to turn against us. We are the 
supreme Masters of Peace and War. We 
can boast of being the Creators of the 
REFORMATION! (sic). Calvin was one 
of our Children; he was of Jewish de- 








THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 





scent, and was entrusted by Jewish 
authority and encouraged with Jewish 
finance to draft his scheme in the Re- 
formation. 


“Martin Luther yielded to the influ- 
ence of his Jewish friends, and again, by 
Jewish authority and with Jewish fin- 
ance, his plot against the Catholic 
Church met with success... 


“Thanks to our propaganda, to our 
theories of LIBERALISM and to our 
MISREPRESENTATIONS OF FREE- 
DOM (sic), the minds of many among 
the Gentiles were ready to welcome the 
Reformation. They separated from the 
Church to fall into our snare. And thus 
the Catholic Church has been sensibly 
weakened, and her authority over the 
Kings of the Gentiles has been reduced 
almost to naught... 


“We are grateful to PROTESTANTS 
for their loyalty to our wishes—although 
most of them are, in the sincerity of 
their faith, unaware of their loyalty to 
us. . 


“France, with her Masonic govern- 
ment, is under our thumb. England, in 
her dependence upon our finance, is un- 
der our heel; and in her Protestantism 
is our hope for the destruction of the 
Catholic Church. Spain and Mexico are 
but toys in our hands. And many other 
countries, including the U. S. A., have 
already fallen before our scheming. . . 


“Likewise, as regards our diplomatic 
plans and the power of our secret socie- 
ties, there is no organization to equal 
us. The Jesuits are the only ones to 
compare with us. But we have succeed- 
ed in discrediting them... for they are 
a visible organization, whereas we are 
safely hidden under cover of our secret 
societies. 


“But the Catholic Church is still alive 


“We must destroy her without the 
least delay and without the slightest 
mercy. ... Let us intensify our activities, 
in poisoning the morality of the Gen- 
tiles. Let us spread the spirit of revo- 
lution in the minds of the people. They 
must be made to despise Patriotism and 
the love of family, to consider their faith 
as a humbug. . . Let us make it impos- 
sible for Christians outside the Catholic 
Church to be reunited to that Church, 
otherwise the greatest obstruction to 
our domination will be strengthened and 
all our work undone... 


“Let us remember that as long as there 
still remain active enemies of the Cath- 
olic Church, we may hope to become 
Masters of the World. . . And let us re- 
member always that the future Jewish 
King will never reign in the world be- 
fore the Pope in Rome is dethroned... 

“When the time comes and the power 
of the Pope shall at last be broken, the 
fingers of an invisible hand will call the 
attention of the masses of the people to 
the court of the Sovereign Pontiff to let 
them know that we have completely un- 
dermined the power of the Papacy. . . 
The King of the Jews will then be the 
real Pope and the Father of the Jewish 
World-Church.” 


When all this is placed in reverse, 


the following appears: 


The Catholic Church is the only up- 
holder of morality, the social order, 
faith, patriotism and dignity. . . 

The Catholic Church is the only in- 
stitution which has stood, and which 
will always stand, in the way of anti- 
Christ. 

The Catholic Church is the great ex- 
emplar of methodical work, edifying and 
moral teachings; she always keeps her 
children self-respecting, and will never 
bow to satanic allurements. 

Only when Catholics become ashamed 
of professing the precepts of the Church 
and obeying its commands, shall we have 
the spread of revolt and false liberalism. 

The Catholic Church has been black- 
ened by the most ignominious calumn- 
ies, her history has been stained, and her 
noblest activities disgraced. The prac- 
tices of the Catholic Church are not out 
of date or a mere waste of time. 

Freemasonry is allied with satan 
against the Catholic Church. Not all 
priests are to be trusted; liberal Catholic 
priests only serve the work of the devil. 

The Reformation was the work of evil 
conspirators. Calvin and Luther were 
financed by them to overthrow the Cath- 
olic Church., 

Freedom and liberty are mere misre- 
presentations of good. Protestants have 
unwittingly helped to bring all the evils 
into our present world. Protestant Eng- 
land aims to destroy the Catholic 
Church. All that may happen in Spain 
and Mexico is a part of a plot against 
the Catholic religion. 

The Jesuits are not an underhand or- 
ganization, but all they do is open and 
above board. The Jesuits are the only 





UMI 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 21 


organization, however, who can defeat 
the force of evil in the world. 

FINALLY: As long as the Pope re- 
mains on his throne in Rome the world 
is safe... 

This is exactly what is taught in all 
Catholic schools. Every retreat and mis- 
sion given to priests and lay people be- 
gins with St. Ignatius’ picture of ‘‘ The 
Two Camps’’—the Catholic Church led 
by God on one hill, and the combination 
of Protestants, Jews, masons, commun- 
ists, socialists and atheists on the other 
led by Satan. 


And all of this is to be found again 
in Father Coughlin’s Social Justice 
magazine. In its issue of February 5, 
for instance, he reiterates that the Cath- 
olice Chureh is ‘‘the ideal Christian 
Front’’ and proclaims that all those op- 
posed to, or not with it, belong to anti- 
Christian groups which will soon ‘‘ap- 
pear incarnated in the person of Anti- 
Christ himself.’’ He says that ‘‘lay 
Christian leadership of social matters 
is to be condemned.’’ A Special Corre- 
spondent of his magazine in Rome 
writes an article that the ‘‘Only Hope 
of Christian Europe Lies in Rome,”’ 
and that Europe can only be saved by 
the restoration of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire; that England, ‘‘who more than 
any other country now represents the 
neo-Judaic, anti-Catholic spirit,’’ will 
be destroyed by Germany and Italy. In 
another part of this issue, liberal Cath- 
olie priests, like Mgr. John A. Ryan, 
are called ‘‘Hireling Clergy’’ paid by 
left-wing revolutionary groups. Tow- 
ards the end is a trick questionnaire 
which implies twenty answers aimed to 
secure a poll from its readers which will 
be condemnatory of democracy. 


Although first published in Russia 
in 1903, the Protocols of Zion had their 
origin in France and date from the 
Dreyfus Affair, of which the Jesuits 
were the chief instigators. They were 
planned also first to take effect in 


France, by the overthrow of the ‘‘Ju- 
daic-Masonic’’ government of the 
French Republic. But the discovery of 
the gigantic fraud of Leo Taxil, who 
had been openly supported by the 
Jesuits, the concluding of the Franco- 
Russian alliance, along with the Vati- 
can’s difficulties with the French gov- 
ernment at that time, made it more 
opportune to have them appear first 
in Russia. 


These Protocols of supposedly Jewish 
leaders are not the first documents of 
their kind fabricated by the Jesuits. 


For over a hundred years before 
these Protocols appeared, the Jesuits 
had continued to make use of a similar 
fraud called ‘‘ The Secrets of the Elders 
of Bourg-Fontaine’’ against Jansenism 
—a liberal French Catholic movement 
among the secular clergy. The analogy 
between the two forgeries is perfeet— 
the secret assemblage in the forest of 
Bourg-Fontaine, the plan of the ‘‘con- 
spirators’’ to destroy the Papacy and 
establish religious tolerance among all 
nations, the alleged plot against Throne 
and Altar, and the setting up of a 
world-government in opposition to the 
Catholic Church. There is the same 
dramatization of the negative pole of 
the historic evolution of the world, in 
order to bring out, by contrast, the 
positive Christian [Catholic] pole, 
around which all conservative forees— 
the monarchy, the aristocracy, the 
army, the clergy—must gather to save 
the world from Satan’s onslaught. 


Analyzing, therefore, the ends to be 
attained by these Protocols of Zion, the 
means to be employed, the forces de- 
picted as evil and those to be considered 
good, we must reach the conclusion that 
only to those, whose objectives these 
forgeries were clearly intended to serve, 
ean their authorship be attributed. 


Next Month: “‘THE STRANGE 
CASE OF LEO TAXID’’. 
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MUST SALVATION BE EARNED? 


By Curis. Di Pierro, Tx.D. 


ROTESTANTISM, truly defined, 

is not only a protest against the er- 
roneous teachings of the Church of 
Rome, but a witnessing of the true 
Christian concept of salvation. It re- 
asserts the original doctrine of the early 
Christian Church, that ‘‘By grace are 
ye saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not 
of works lest any man should boast.’’ 
(Ephes. 2:8,9.). Against this, the 
Council of Trent decreed: ‘‘Cursed be 
the man who says that the sinner is 
justified by faith alone.’’ 

The Roman Catholic plan of salva- 
tion is worked out on the analogy of 
labor and reward; getting to heaven 
depends upon strict conformance to ec- 
elesiastical law. This is the direct in- 
heritance of the spirit of Imperial 
Rome, that jus, or legal right, can only 
be acquired by law. It is entirely for- 
eign to true Christian teaching, and is 
the unwarranted imposition of Caesar- 
ism upon the Gospel, the ‘‘ Evangel’’— 
the new teaching—brought to men by 
Jesus Christ. It was by means of it, 
however, that the Church of Rome ac- 
quired universal control over Christen- 
dom. 

The Eastern (Orthodox) Christian 
Church first rebelled against this, and 
broke from Rome on its account in the 
11th century. It persisted in the West 
until the Protestant Reformers like- 
wise threw off control by the Papacy. 
Following Martin Luther they protest- 
ed against Rome’s subversive teaching 
of salvation by works, and testified to 
the true Pauline doctrine that ‘‘ By the 
works of the law no man is justified.’’ 
This is the essence of Christianity, the 
‘‘good news’’, without which there 
would have been no change from pa- 
ganism. Yet the priests of the Church 
of Rome continue to preach, as they 


must, that ‘‘Heaven is the recompense 
of labor; he that has done no work can 
claim no guerdon.”’ 

The Protestant teaching does not 
mean that we must not perform good 
works. But faith and works are two 
things that must not be confused. By 
the first comes salvation. The second 
is the fruit of the first. ‘‘ By their fruits 
ye shall know them; by good works the 
saved are known. The Catholic Church 
erroneously teaches that by works we 
are saved. This is the traditional, ec- 
clesiastical interpretation that has made 
the Church of Rome powerful, but it 
is entirely unscriptural. If we are to 
judge true Christianity by the Gospel 
teaching (and how can we do other- 
wise?) then the Church of Rome stands 
self-condemned on the most vital issue 
of Christian theology. 

Anyone who reads St. Paul’s Epistle 
to the Romans will see how impossible 
it is that any man can merit salvation 
through his good works. He will dis- 
cover that upon the lost condition of 
mankind through sin, the justice of God 
has been manifested in setting forth 
Jesus Christ as the propitiating sacri- 
fice, and that through him alone we are 
justified ; that Christ’s sacrifice was a 
complete and perfect work, to which 
nothing can be added or taken away. 
The penances, fastings, intercession of 
saints, rites and ceremonies commanded 
by the Church of Rome are more than 
useless—they detract from, are an in- 
sult to, a work that is divinely perfect 
and complete. The Romans to-day 


would do well to heed what St. Paul 
wrote to the Romans of old. 

It is furthermore clearly to be seen, 
that if we, by our works, could earn 
our own salvation, then God would be 
a debtor to us in justifying us. A man 
who earns his salary (from the Latin 
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word for ‘‘salt’’) by work, is under no 
obligation to his employer; his employ- 
er, in fact, is under obligation to him 
to pay him the salary earned. St. Paul 
made this clear to the Romans of his 
day when he told them: ‘‘To him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned as 
of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.’’ 

Again he says to the Romans (11 :6) : 
‘‘And if by grace, then it [salvation] is 
no more of works; otherwise grace is no 
more grace. But if it be of works, then 
it is no more grace: otherwise work is 
no more work.’’ The Christian Scrip- 
ture, therefore, leaves no doubt that 
we are justified by the grace and merits 
of Jesus Christ alone. 

The Roman Catholic Church, how- 
ever, in spite of this clear teaching of 
the Gospel, continues to insist that 
works are necessary to obtain the grace 
of salvation. They quote passages of the 
Bible that speak of good works and 
faithfulness to God’s commands. The 
performance of good works, however, 
by those who are saved, must not be 
confused with God’s act of saving. 
Good works are expected and required 
of those who are saved. For. by this 
salvation, from being a child of wrath, 
one becomes a child of grace and an 
heir to everlasting life. Good works 
follow on, but do not effect, salvation. 
Even the passage from the Epistle of 
the Apostle James that ‘‘ Faith without 
works.is dead’’, cannot be used to just- 
ify Roman Catholic teaching. On the 
contrary, it is a condemnation of its 
teaching that faith is a mere intellectual 
assent to divine truths. James here 
does not contradict Paul, but states that 
the faith of those already justified 
should compel them to good works for 
the Savior’s greater glorification. ‘‘ By 
their fruits ye shall know them .. . Ev- 
ery good tree bringeth forth good 


fruit.’’ Thus, anyone who professes to 
have faith in Jesus Christ, but walks 
according to the flesh, is a deceiver. 
He is neither saved, nor can he obtain 
salvation. 

Judged by this criterion, the works 
of the Church of Rome throughout the 
centuries would scarcely point to true 
faith in Jesus Christ. To Titus (3:8) 
St. Paul says: ‘‘This is a faithful say- 
ing, and these things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they who have 
believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works.’’ Thus we see 
that it is Christ, and he alone, who 
saves. 

**T'o him be all glory and praise for 
ever and ever’’, 


a 
EASTER TRIUMPH 
My mighty Christ 
In triumph rose! 

Beneath His heel He crushed the Rom- 
an power, 

Supreme in all the earth until that 
hour, 

When Pilate crowned, 
knave’s career, 

By mounting pagan guard with shield 
and spear, 

At tomb of Him before whom daylight 
fled, 

The mountains shook, and graves gave 
up their dead, 

But two short days before. 
My mighty Christ 
In triumph rose! 

Beneath His heel today lie all the foes 

That brought into my life its grief and 
woes ; 

By that same power that made the 
Romans quail— 

Made Soldiers, Stone and Spear of no 
avail, 

For me He’s killed both guilt and 
power of Sin: 

My heart’s His castle: He has entered 
in. 


as fool, his 


And reigns as Lord Supreme. 
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My mighty Christ 
In triumph rose! 
Beneath His heel He’s able now to 
tread 
For you—if so you will—the Serpent’s 
head : 
No dead Christ do I serve, but Him 


THE EDITOR’S 


MAILBAG 





OME of our subscribers have writ- 

ten to say they failed to receive 
their copy of The Converted Catholic. 
Judging discretion, therefore, to be the 
better part of valor, we have omitted 
our name from all wrappers and sub- 
stituted therefor our post office box 
number. 

A few ardent Episcopalians would 
have us write ‘‘Roman Catholic’’ every 
time to designate the papal Church of 
Rome. They say, rightly, that the 
Pope’s Church has no monopoly of the 
ancient word catholic. But this would 
be both unwieldy and unnecessary. A 
careful observer will note that we cap- 
italize it, giving it thus the restricted 
connotation due to it when applied to 
the Church of Rome. Applied to the 
universal Church of Christ, and as re- 
peated by all in the Apostle’s Creed, 
the adjective catholic is something dif- 


ferent. 
# ed * » 


KIND WORDS 


A professor of the classics at one of 
our large universities greets us appro- 
priately with a Plus potentiae vobis! 
(‘‘More power to you!’’). 

College and university libraries wel- 
come our periodical. Following is a 
sample: ‘‘The University of Minnesota 


whose strength 
Can reach to any depth, go any length, 
For all who, sin forsaking, will believe 
His faithful words, obey Him, and re- 
ceive 
Salvation, Full and Free! 


T. C. MarsHALL 


Library has been so fortunate as to 
secure a copy of your periodical. If we 
ean build up a file of it, this periodical 
will make a valuable addition to our 
library. ..”’ E. M. writes: ‘‘I wish I 
had the wherewithal to donate a year’s 
subscription to every public and college 
library in the country,’’ and adds, ‘‘It 
would be an interesting experiment for 
one who could afford to do so. . .’’ It 
would, indeed, be a big order for any 
one person alone, but many ones make 
a lot. C. M. G. subseribed for all the 
Protestant ministers in his town. This 
is a practical missionary deed. A his- 
tory professor at one of our oldest Pro- 
testant seminaries says: ‘‘I wish to con- 
gratulate you on the way you approach 
this difficult problem. There is no evi- 
dence of hysteria or blatant denuncia- 
tion. You appeal to reason and an edu- 
cated Christian conscience.”’ 


* * * * 


OUR SUSTAINING FUND 


An additional $44.50 was received 
towards our sustaining fund. Of this, 
$25.00 was ‘‘From an American-born 
Jew.’’ For ex-priest Paone we alse ack- 
nowledge receipt of $5.00. 

Attorney John Mazzei, an old friend 
of Christ’s Mission who has helped 
more than one ex-priest to find employ- 
ment, extends greetings and good 


wishes. We are happy to know that he 
has resumed regular business hours 
from 9 A.M. till 5 P.M. at 338 E. 14th 
St. in New York, where we missed him 
since the passing of his beloved wife. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE CONVENT, By Alyse Simpson. 
311 pp. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 
Price $2.50. 


THE SUCCESS of this book lies in the 
fact that it depicts the well-known horrors 
of convent life with a disarming naiveté, 
coupled with a charming, artistic style. 
Though never a professed nun, the author, 
for that very reason, is in a better position 
to give an unbiassed, dispassionate account 
of nuns’ lives from her two years as a 
novice among 80 of them in the Swiss con- 
vent of The Mystic Rose. 


Autobiographies of “escaped” nuns and 
ex-priests have for a long time been dis- 
credited in the public eye. Publishers have 
considered it wiser, for commercial reasons, 
to leave them alone, and thus avoid the 
risk of boycott of their regular book list 
for the sake of the success usually assured 
to one book of this kind. The publisher of 
“The Convent” is therefore to be congrat- 
ulated for his courage. Though one of the 
largest publishers in the country, he is not 
unaware of this, and considered it neces- 
sary to insert a prominent personal notice 
in The New York Times of Feb. 6, to the 
effect that if anyone should experience diffi- 
culting in purchasing the book to “write or 
telephone me and I will see.that your order 
is filled.” 


Nothing in Mrs. Simpson’s book is ex- 
aggerated, overstated or written to hurt 
the sensibilities of Catholics or to discredit 
the character and motives of the more than 
100,000 nuns living in convents in the 
United States. It stands, however, as a 
further indictment of a system of religion 
that continues to induce so many fine 
women to sacrifice everything that is na- 
tural, commonsense and rationa] for the 
romantic unreality of an impossible ideal. 


The details of routine convent life which 
the author so well describes—the drudgery 
of peasant work in the fields, the four- 
minute bath once in three months, the poor 
quality and insufficiency of the food, with 
meat only twice a week and that often from 
the carcass of an animal that had died 
from a disease on their prosperous farm, 
the high rate of insanity and tuberculosis 
among the inmates—may appear distaste- 
ful to many, but the author’s work would 
not be complete or true to life without 
them. The abundance and superior quality 
of the food and drink supplied by the nuns 
to the very priests to whom it was neces- 


sary to confess even a desire for such on 
their part, strikes a chord of memory in 
this reviewer. A roast chicken and a roast 
turkey, besides other things, were placed 
before me by an emaciated nun for my 
breakfast the first morning after I had 
said mass in a convent in Cape Town. Out 
of self respect alone, I was forced to con- 
fine myself to the usual ham and eggs 
which were also there. 

Yet this is the first book of its kind I 
have read that attempts to explain the rea- 
son for the misguided martydom of nuns 
in convents, and which to some justifies the 
unsavory elements of insufficient food, lack 
of proper hygiene, the eternal talk of pur- 
ity, the insanity and high rate of tubercu- 
losis. It is the quest after the “underlying 
ideal’, the mystic life, which Catholic as- 
cetic theology teaches can only be attained 
by excruciating mortification of the flesh. 
We ex-priests never want to “tell tales out 
of school”, much less to tell anything we 
learned as confessors to nuns. I for one, 
however, can safely assert that nuns as a 
rule gain no more spiritual happiness, nor 
reach to any more sublime heights, than 
good-living women out in the world, mar- 
ried or unmarried. Why immure oneself 
behind convent or monastery walls at all 
to find hardship, is a question that will 
occur to any disinterested person. As for 
mystic conceptions and real, practical spirit- 
ual ideals, I have found these more in men 
and women of the world than among priests 
and nuns. 


The sad and disheartening note in Mrs. 
Simpson’s work is her despairing admission 
about the Catholic religion that, after her 
experience of convent life and twenty years 
of Catholic married life since, “even now 
I know of no other religion to take its 
place.” Is it true, then, that there is little 
or nothing of true Christianity in the Cath- 


olic Church and in its convents? 
* *« * * 


I SWEAR BY APOLLO—A Life of 
Medical Adventure, By William E. 
Aughinbaugh, M.D., Farrar & Rine- 
hart, Inc., New York, N. Y. 420 pp. 
Price $3.00. 


SPEAKING OF NUNS AND CONVENTS, 
here is a book by the ‘son of a nun’. He 
opens his first chapter by telling us: 

“My mother had been a nun. The first 
knowledge of this fact came to me as @ 
high school boy when a drunken Irishman 
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cursed me and called me a damned son of 
a nun who had run away from the church.” 

Later he tells that his nun-mother, after 
he was a grown man and his father had 
died, went back to the convent from which 
she had “escaped”, and, when she died, left 
a rather considerable estate to the church. 


Besides being a medical doctor, the au- 
thor is also a member of the bar of the U. S. 
Supreme Court and has lectured at Colum- 
bia and New York Universities on eco- 
nomics and foreign trade. His book is one 
of the best of the many “doctors’ books” 
that have appeared in recent years, a real 
lusty story-telling book of adventure in 
lands tragically lacking in two things pos- 
sessed to a high degree by the author— 
modern medical knowledge and a humane, 
tolerant spirit. It is not without signifi- 
cance that this unbelieving doctor-son of 
a mother who once was a member of a 
Roman Catholic order of nursing sisters, 
should have worked and travelled so much 
in countries where the effects of religion 
are at their worst— Central and South 
American countries, India and the Far East. 
And it is no wonder that he utterly rejects 
miracles of religion in favor of miracles 
of science as the only hope of the human 
race. Nor is he to blame for dismissing 
any claim for benefits to mankind by the 
Church of his mother. What he saw and 
experienced at first hand in those countries 
where medieval Catholic superstitions still 
abound, is justification enough for his con- 
demnation of that Church which, through 
the centuries, blocked every effort at prog- 
ress in medical and social hygiene. 

The modern physician is still regarded 
by that Church as the rival of its priests, 
and where they hold sway the doctor is 
looked upon as an interloper, and is not 
called in until both humans and animals 
have failed to respond to the ritual of the 
priest. 


Disappointment with his nun-mother not 
only introduces Dr. Aughinbaugh’s life- 
story, but seems to have colored his whole 
life. The productive efforts of his medical 
art in those countries blighted by the ob- 
scurantism of Roman Catholicism, his own 
scientific medical skill, as well as his genial 
tolerance for human frailty, may well be 
the result of his unconscious protest against 
the heritage from that mother of his who, 
in a romantic and adventurous moment, 
“left her nun’s habit on one side of the 
brick wall of the hospital, and climbed over 
on a ladder into the arms of my father’’. 
but who recanted and yielded up the mature 


years of her life again to the stultifying 
atmosphere of the Roman Catholic convent. 

From the extraordinary advance of 
science and medicine in his native land, 
however, which owes much to that part 
of the Christian Church which revolted 
from the religion of Rome, Dr. Aughin- 
baugh must surely admit that all religion 
need not be a ball-and-chain on the feet 
of human progress. 

a; Bh da 

All books reviewed in this column 
may be purchased through The Con- 
verted Catholic. 


* 
HOW CHRIST’S MISSION 
WAS INCORPORATED 


The following from THE CoNVERTED 
CaTHOLIc of June, 1888, is of interest : 


““CHRIST’S MISSION 
(For the Conversion of Roman 
Catholics) 
ee Society with the above 
title was organized in May, 1887, 
in connection with the Reformed Cath- 
olie work which Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor has been conducting in New York 
for the last eight years. A Board of 
Trustees composed of well known busi- 
ness men, members of various evangeli- 
cal churches, was selected and articles 
of incorporation were drawn up. 
The first difficulty in connection with 
the Society was encountered when the 
deed of incorporation was brought be- 
fore one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, to be 
signed as the law required. The mes- 
senger of the Court who took the paper 
from the hands of Counsellor Rufus 
M. Williams was a Roman Catholic, 
and he scrutinized it so carefully that 
Mr. Williams was doubtful whether he 
would present it to the Judge, on ac- 
count of its title. When Mr. Williams 
called for it a few days later, he was 
told by the messenger that the Judge 
had refused to sign it. 
Mr. Williams then took the paper to 
another Judge and was told to call for 
it in a few days. When he called he 
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was again told by the messenger of the 
Court that the second Judge had also 
refused to sign it. After consultation 
with Father O’Connor, Mr. Williams, 
as a member of the Bar, demanded a 
personal interview with the Judge to 
learn the cause of his refusal. The 
Judge said the title was objectionable, 
inasmuch as it might be offensive to 
the Roman Catholies. He added that as 
he had the power to sign the deed of 
incorporation or not, at his own dis- 
cretion, he would not sign it. 


Here was opposition to fhe organiza- 
tion of a Society for the conversion of 
toman Catholics in quarters the least 
expected. Both Judges were Protes- 
tants, and yet they refused to discharge 
a simple duty, because it might dis- 
please the Roman Catholics whose votes 
are so decisive in New York elections. 
It seemed useless to try any further to 
get the Society legally incorporated. 
Societies for the conversion of Jews 
and Pagans can be incorporated, but 
no Judge in New York City will allow 
a Society for the conversion of Roman 
Catholics to be incorporated according 
to law. 


The Constitution of the State of New 
York, as well as that of the United 
States, makes no discrimination in fav- 
or of any religious body; yet in this 
case the spirit of the Constitution, if 
not the letter—as the Judges had dis- 
cretion in the matter—was violated in 
favor of the Roman Catholics. 

After taking counsel with one of the 
most prominent Presbyterian ministers 
in the city, and with an ex-Judge of 
the Supreme Court, who said that the 
articles of incorporation were drawn 
up properly and that it was a legiti- 
mate religious Society, but that the 
Judges could exercise their discretion 
in signing it, the only resource left to 
Father O’Connor and the Board of 
Trustees was to change the title. 


This was done by omitting the words 


‘For the Conversion of Roman Catho- 
lies,’ and retaining the title ‘Christ’s 
Mission,’ as the legal name of the So- 
ciety. The Hon. Chauncey Shaffer, well 
known lawyer, then took the deed to 
Judge Donohue, a Roman Catholie, by 
whom it was finally signed, and thus 
made a legal document. 

No stronger instance of the power of 
the Roman Catholic Church in this 
country could be given than is found 
in this plain statement of facts.’’ 

3 


CHRIST’S MISSION NOTES 


Our speakers during the past month 
brought us some stirring messages. At- 
torney John Mazzei made a strong plea 
for the carrying of the true Christian 
message of salvation to our Roman 
Catholic brethren. Using as a text: 
**Not one stone shall be left on an- 
other,’’ the Rev. John J. Kelley, metro- 
politan minister, revealed the accuracy 
of God’s promises. We had another 
visit from Miss Elizabeth Noonan, a 
former nun of St. Joseph’s Seminary, 
Troy, New York, whose talks on con- 
vent life prove more and more how in- 
consistent nunneries are with Amer- 
ican ideals. In this she is borne out 
by the recent book The Convent by the 
ex-nun Alyse Simpson, so highly prais- 
ed by reviewers everywhere. Mr. John 
Palangio, for many years a C. I. O. or- 
ganizer and now a student for the 
Christian ministry, spoke on the topic 
of the Catholic Church’s relation to 
labor. 

Readers of our magazine in every 
part of this vast land can take part in 
the work of Christ’s Mission. Through 
the distribution of booklets and leaflets, 
and especially of The Converted Cath- 
olic, they can spread the message of the 
Gospel to Roman Catholics and eneour- 
age their Protestant friends to live and 
act as true Christians and true Amer- 
icans. A. Cauianpro. Director 
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ITEMS OF CURRENT 
INTEREST 

CARDINAL DOUGHERTY arrived in Rio 
de Janeiro last month on what appears to 
have been a political tour. He was given a 
series of political banquets, the first of 
which was at the Brazilian Foreign Office. 
His mission, no doubt, was to further Vati- 
can interests, which should not be too diffi- 
cult in that already authoritarian country 
where fascist forces have made considerable 
inroads. His visit would be worth while 
if, instead, he could do something to lift 
the intolerable burden of celibacy from the 
priests of Brazil. It is well known that 
concubinage is an accepted fact among the 
clergy of Central and South American 
countries. And Cardinal Dougherty knows 


it well too. 
os 2 *& 


A recent newspaper account of a mass 
meeting in Brooklyn in favor of the Chris- 
tian Front unintentionally emphasized its 
true nature. It told how those present were 
urged to buy Fr. Coughlin’s Social Jus- 
tice and the Nazi Bund’s German paper. 
It added that announcement was made of 
a mass to be said in a near-by Catholic 
Church for the intention of the parents of 
the seventeen indicted Christian Fronters— 
the “intention”, no doubt, being that they 
would be freed to blow up the Cameo 
Theatre and Jewish social centers. 

* ae ~ ok 


Father Coughlin is so obsessed with the 
Jesuit bias against liberalism that he would 
prefer a non-Catholic fascist to a Catholic 
liberal. It is this prejudice that leads to 
his open derision of such outstanding Cath- 
olic liberals as Msgr. Ryan of Catholic Uni- 
versity and Supreme Court Justice Murphy. 

oe a ea * 

The New York Times of February 7, men- 
tions a Lenten pastoral of the Archbishop 
of Palermo, Italy, which calls attention to 
the fact that 68% of Italians fail to attend 
mass on the holidays of the Church and 
only 12% of the men receive communion 
during the Easter season. When one re- 
flects that both of these obligations are im- 
posed under pain of eternal damnation, it 
indicates that the thunderings of Rome 
fail to frighten Italians. It also shows the 
pitiful weakness of the Church in its home 
country. Fundamentally, the Catholic 
Church is no stronger in this country where 
so many of its members practise birth con- 
trol in defiance of threats and anathemas. 
These and countless other similar facts 
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make unnecessary the quailing of many 
Protestants and Jews before the bravado of 
Rome. 

ca cd ” * 


One of the cleverest subterfuges of the 
Catholic Church in America is the dodging 
of responsibility for the outrages of Fr. 
Coughlin. We should at least be thankful 
that Rabbi Wise recently worked up cour- 
age to say that if the Catholic Church had 
not insisted on standing by in silence, Fr. 
Coughlin and his Christian Fronters could 
not have risen to threaten tolerance and 
decency. 

* ae * * 


Cardinal Villeneuve of Canada showed 
how efficiently the Church can squelch any 
political move she disapproves of. Accord- 
ing to a United Press dispatch of February 
7th, he strictly forbade any member of the 
Catholic Clergy to “give his name to the 
support of [Premier Aberhardt’s] Social 
Credit defenders or organizations” or to 
“attend Social Credit meetings’. What is 
there to prevent the Church in the United 
States from condemning in similar fashion 
The Christian Front? It could likewise 
prevent Fr. Coughlin from giving his name 
and support to this anti-American group 
of fanatics. But it doesn’t. Why? Because 
“Social Credit” is a liberal social move- 
ment, while “Social Justice” is fascist. 


The Catholic Church cannot evade respon- 
sibility for the incendiary tirades of Fr. 
Coughlin, for every word that he speaks 
over the radio has the official endorsement 
of the Church’s board of censors. His manu- 
script is submitted to them before every 
broadcast. 


Nine-tenths of Fr. Coughlin’s prestige is 
based on the fact that he has the Church’s 
approval. Catholics know this. They know 
that he would be forbidden to approach a 
microphone if the Church disapproved of 
his work and methods. If he were a mere 
layman, not one out of ten of his present 
listeners would have supported him from 
the very start.’ It was his Roman collar 
that fascinated his vast audience of Irish 
Catholics and made them believe that he 
must be sincere and speak the truth. 

The Catholic Church steps aside and says 
that Fr. Coughlin speaks not as a priest 
but as a private citizen. But let any one. 
including the Department of Justice, at- 
tempt to hold him accountable to the law 
of the land as any other citizen, and the 
Church will use all its influence to obstruct 
the way. 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS OF SPECIAL 
INTEREST ON THE CATHOLIC 
QUESTION 


THE SOUL OF A PRIEST, by L. H. Lehmann 


Story of a priest’s work on three continents and his con- 
version to Protestant Christianity 


THE DRAMA OF WILLIAM OF ORANGE 


Reprint of the “‘Proscription’’ of William the Silent by 

the King of Spain, and his mighty ‘‘Apologia’’ in answer 

thereto. First time in English since 1707. Cloth binding $1.50 
Paper binding $1.00 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN POLITICS 


Reprint of six articles aes L. H. Lehmann in “The New 
Republic” 


BASIC FACTS IN THE MEXICAN PROBLEM 
by Chas. C. Marshall.......... 


MIXED MARRIAGES 


FATHER O’CONNOR, : Seas of His Life and Work 
The Life of the Founder of Christ’s Mission. ... 


FATHER CHINIQUY, His Life and Times 


READ 


In our next issue of The Converted Catholic: 


The Strange Case of Leo Taxil 


DO YOU LIKE OUR MAGAZINE? 


SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY (If you have not yet done so). 


Herewith is $1.00 for a year’s subscription to The Converted 
Catholic: 


towards a sustaining fund for same. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
220 West 48th Street NEW YORK, N.Y. 





The Work of Christ's Mission 


Public Meetings of Worship, Testimonies and Forum, every Sunday at 3:30 
in the afternoon, Union M. E. Church, 229 West 48th Street, 
99 steps west of Broadway, New York City 


HRIST’S MISSION was 

founded in New York City 
in 1879 by Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor, a former Roman Catholic 
priest. Having come to the 
knowledge of true Christian 
teaching, he determined to make 
it known to his former Catholic 
brethren. A special feature of his 
Mission has been to help other 
priests to follow his example and 
to enable them to find positions 
in life after resigning from the 
Roman priesthood. In the sixty 
years of its existence, Christ’s 
Mission has aided hundreds of 
Catholic priests in this way. 

Its articles of incorporation 
specifically state that Christ’s 
Mission was founded ‘‘for the 
purpose of mutual improvement 
of religious knowledge and for 
the furtherance of religious opin- 
ion.’’ It therefore maintains its 
platform in the heart of New 
York City as an open forum for 
the discussion of the vital differ- 
ences between the religious and 
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cultural values of Reformation 
teaching and those of Roman 
Catholicism. 

It also seeks to enlighten non- 
Catholies as to Vatican-inspired 
activities against civil and religi- 
ous liberty. In treating of this 
subject, however, it carefully dis- 
tinguishes between (1) the Ro- 
man Curia, (2) the hierarchy, 
and (3) the Catholic laity. It 
does not assail individuals, but 
speaks plainly about the aims 
and workings of the politico- 
religious system of Roman Ec- 
clesiasticism, of which they all 
form a part. Ner does it connect 
any considerable percentage of 
the laity with the political 
schemes of either the Vatican or 
the hierarchy. 


It is the only institution in the 
United States laboring on these 
two lines of endeavor, and con- 
fidently appeals for help in 
money, prayers, and the exercise 
of personal influence in behalf of 
its workers and its literature. 


Conversion of Roman Catholics to the truly Christian and truly American 
way of life brings them out of darkness into light, from the power of men 
into the love of God, from bondage to freedom. If spoken in love, this in- 
formation leads them to know that they can have direct access to God 
through Christ, to turn away from the intermediary of priests and saints, 
and from obedience in politics to an alleged infallible Pope to confidence 
in a representative government of the people. They come to recognize that 
the Church of Rome should not take the place of Christ, nor a Pope inter- 
fere in the political and social affairs of the State. ~- 


YOUR COOPERATION IS SOLICITED AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
INVITED 


When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 


CHRIST’S MISSION . . . 229 West 48th St., New York, N. Y. 








